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Editor's File--^ 



Being the Public Service oriented type of publication that tht STATUS 
Nenslitter iS| we juis«4 at the chance to present our readers with the first ever 
do-it-yoyrself disk drlvt kit! That's right, iu've skipped right past Utilities 
and juiped into hardware. ..Thanks to Randy Holies for the technical assist and for 
the Pseudos coding. 

This ionth's Newsletter contains articles froi not only our regular ' 
contributors, but Iron a whole new batch of authors and pundints.,.iy thank you 
list is getting longer (finally!) and for that I ai grateful. ..of particular 
interest are H. Colonna's DOS Review im we get to the teat and potatolifl B. 
Peeberton's DISK-MASHER (soon to be serialized in the NATIONAL ENQUIRER) and D. 
loynton's overview of the eodeis mil able for the ATARI coeputer. Spring reading 
|bt STpS way.,,^ ^ 

Nell, the latest word is ^ tte l€s are being iMded on the trucks.. .that 

lans weMl see thee m Tidewater just after (but not before) the advent of indoor 
■plutbing. Me'U keep you posted, and |4xJli>«e'll ^« 9^^* 1^ * 

they hit the shelves... ' . ^ 

In other news, the club has decided to particapate in the Virginia i 
Carolinas Business Coaputer Show... hopefully our particapation will help to tore 
fully spread the ATARI word. This event could really get our naae around in the 
local coeputer cotaunity... check that. ..it will get our naie around, but in what 
context is up to YOU! This is going to be a chance for ut^^ show owr conitoent 
and savy regarding the ATARI, so do your part... 

Heanwhile, keep an eye out for the CHodei-l 



DOS 2.0 
Axx Evaluation 



By Henry Mmna 



Hon that I tovi fifliUed tht. rtw»s Mhy you need DOS for your Atari and 
disk drive setup, it's tiie to fovt on and discuss the various tOSes. There are at 
least 10 or iore,in addition, the older ones are constantly being revised and 
updated.t.sii Til try to cover the Mjor oftts first, then pick up the other ones 
near the end. 

The first on the list is tht Miii 2»9 DOS. it's first bKause it HAS first. 

It's also a DOS that you have to have. Soaewhere down the line, you will get a 
very picky tachine language prograi (like the R.BIN handler for the 1030 lodei) 
that absolutely mUI not run Nith anything but Atari 2.0. So you siiply mt bt 
faiiliar with it. It's other advantage is that every single piece of software 
that needs a DOS will run with Atari 2.0, since it's the standard. Nith the other 
DOSes, there will be prograes that won't work. There are programs that don't work 
with DOS XL but dp with RANA DOS, and vice versa... but they ji4tiii40C*^ 
Atari M MS« 

The other advantage for Atari 2.0 is that, for prograiaers, the entire source 
code is aviHmt with soie wonderful explanationrtroi^ 

that wrote the DOS) froi COHFUTE! Check for this mi^T^il^-'i^^ Atari DOb, 



at Maiden's or Banes 'H fcidgets. W:-^-^ 

Those are certainly the tajir reasons for using Atari 2.0. Unfortunately the 
Mi shows its afe, although wt are all fond of it. For instance, the DOS is a 2 
part DOS. 

There is the DOS.SYS file that boots Ireaeeber when I discussed boot?) up 
wbtn ymi turn your cstpittr and drive on. This file will allow^ to do basic 
disk operations (LOAD, RUN, SAVE, ENTER, XIO, etc.) but does not h^vf all the ^e 
necessary to do file laintanance (unless you were knowledgeable enough to forct it 
through tedious prograiting.) 

In any case. ..to renaae, delete, copy, write DOS, initialize a disk, and all 
those ether file naintanance functions, DOS.SYS has to load in the DUP.SYS file. 
This happens when you type the word 'DOS' froi Basic. The DUP.SYS file loads in 
and presents you with the list of options available for you to do. 

But before I get ahead of eyself, this is where Atari DOS gets to be a pain. 
You see, when you type "DOS" to load DUP.SYS into aeaory, if you have a prograi in 
^ your ieiory it is lost. 




It's irritating. 



# 




TiuH-. is a ftiM and cwbersoM ttay around this however. It s relfrrt# t« M 
I l.SflV. Once you create thit lilt M disti, you ""^ ^ 
SiJd vou wn't lose your prograi in your eeeory. The problee is that JEH.SAV is an 
a Z iisk thIt i.a,.s the area that you're loading DUP into So -he« yo. 
type -DOS-, the 66 sector HEH.8AV has to eras, itsell d e^^anyth H.g a 
miotts operation, iiage the data to the disk, then rea«^ Mfeilf&itJt. This 
My, )o\if*m»y i* protKtB# a»4-»ou non't lose your prograi. 

Itelortunately, aftef getting used to DOS XL (.ore «e,t .onth) « "'"'•t 
handle this really slo« process. It's just too boring, Irustratin , and slo-. 

?hat'! by far the reason -hy fttari 2A m^ im, miM^i ""St 
ol the other WSes handle this problen euch lore wisely. 

There are a lew other .inor annoyances with fttari 2.0 DOS. The <ir»t one ii 
that the Ittltrs on the wnu si.ply don't tatch up to their Junctions. lor a 
di?ecto?y?".'0- to eove a liU?,AUost every operation siep I y doesn't .atch up 
with it's letter and it's hard to reittber. • 

lie other frustration is that the DOS is set up to -rite -ith verify. T, 
change this t*«rtte nithtot verify <-hich is perfftUy line unlfs* y»" "ave a 
flaky drive) sieply: 



^ POKE 1913,80 ^ 

then -rit. yo«r 008 files again (if you want I'M to feiult to jrite -ithout 
verify.) If you've never Irti^tliis, do it iiM4iatil»Ut -orks ^ Um 

>' «i*t'«i**t«Uri 2.0 is all about. It's a DOS you iust have because certain 
progrm rtqd^ it, b* i^^fthT timf and it. a,e sho«. But all loy^ <i»d 

'"""LJi'i. a IBre advanced DUP.SYS package for Atari 2.0 (it becoeei tktri 
2.6f) that has bSTn up m m . Um. it's neat. 
hat sector counters, and a hex/deciaal conversion option, but >t « iiia it»W »» 
SJr^ilowr iaWlhur. have been other changes to Atari 2.0, you "J ^ 
stTable across 2.1 or 2.2 or even one crtled David Youo^ Bup. for all practical . 
purposes they are all roughly the saae. « 

NeKt aonthiDOS XL Cotes to the Rescue 

P.S. flMse feel frM to debate ty !» bulletin hoards! 



"T 

t 




STATUS Minutes 

PresidtAt Sent Rodrlfim tpm* 4ta iii^iai by rtcopUinf tnd nelcMii^'Mi 
itttndmi Ht ftlltwed up nith the latest nens froi Atari Corp. and other 

hardware and software suppliers. Atari DOS 2.5 is reported to be out soon. 

6ene prestnted thff Utest inlori«yQi on Henry Colonna's efforts to obttiii « 
booth for the upcooing cotputer shoti at The Pavilion. Discussion becaie ienghty 
over the operating restrictions, so it was loved/seconded/passed to continue 
efforts to obtii#v4 toro libtral contract and vote eo Uni froject ^yt^UNMtifcli 
Itil^ting. 

Doug Boynton (STATUS BBS Sysop) reported version 3.0 would be up and running 
mm and any feedback would be greatly appreciated. He also reported the 
availability of a Atari 810 disk drive for the BBS. It was loved/seconded/pimtf 
to have STATUS purchase th^m ti^t^ii 3 wouy b| up 

by the end of the wtilb ^ 

_ ^Buck Haddr - n y, (Activities Director) introduced Q uiqe CochenourO ii 'CO-BRA ^ 
:oiDuter Cgn tw^ Dwaoe aonounctd the opening of his new store located in the 
Peabroke area npx^ tn Rrari|pp*^ 
9f f«rotf club iiibers i-iS perj 

Buck also opened a discussion on a *ttstd" software garage sale. Further 
action was tabled pending soie clarification of the legalities. 

David JIONcll (Librarian) announced the aviiUbility of the school buUet^r 
board for leobers who wanted to post iteos for sale. 
The bulletin board is located in the coaputer training rooi. 

Skip Poole presented a deoonstration of the US Doubler installed in an Atari 
1050 disk drive. The US Doubler gives the Atari 1050 true double density. Skip 
reports the installation of the US Doubler to be soaewhat conplicated. He also 
iMNistrated Sparta DOS and its excelitnt capabilites. 

Update Hirch 21, 1985 



News froa the Coaputer Show allows aore liberal operating conditions. A 
iotion to have STATUS participate in the show was seconded and passed. Buck 
Haddrey was appointed as coordinator for the STATUS presentatim. 

Bene Rodriguez reported that the Chairian of the Tidewater Chapter of the 
Ruscttlar Distrophy Association had contacted hin regarding sone assistance in 
telecoieunications during the Labor Day TelethoOi and Doug Boyntmi vot«itiiritf to 
laUier iore inf oriaUjcWi # thii^^^W^ 



A short deaonstration was given of the new progran PRINT SHC^. 

Uicbfield 



Secretary, STATUS 



007.. .The BBS 

M Don Pfiiberton 

w 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: It seeis that the lowering of prices on ATARI equipient and the 

creation of a whole new flock of Bulletin Board Systeas. Ittt is an introduction 
to one of then. • • ) 

I lust first start out by thanking all of the peoplt nho have helped no in 
this nen and stange undertakinj. I never thought I would get it off the ground, 
Itl «taiit MTvlw to bicoit ont of Portstoutfc'i first Atari lulUtin Boards on a 
24 hour basis. ..007 B.B.S. 

The Systtt Mi mt nanod *M7" in taior of thaU^^liMM^^ and in 

print, it was called that because of the phone nuibfc<^..397-1007J^ 
ilickyhub), I started 007 to give Tidenater a Board ttttTiiMlTg^ you a chance 
to see tht art work that I do. I graduated fron Tidtwattr Conaunity Coilt|i with 
a Hedia Advertising Degree, but I like the fine arts better...! tried doing 
MiMinfi stUing than at art shons, but really fait I uasn't ware I uantad to 
be.. So,. I added a disk drive, a aodea (and a healthy dasira to yt§ntw§ into tha 
land of unknown originn to ty existing systen and created 007. 

^ Today the Board has soae 70 ■eiber5...in a little over three weeks!!! W7 
lifesently has four nessage bases, and in the future we hope to add an on-line 

. adventure gaaa that na hofM will tost a full ywi Also, 007 will b§ addiH tha 
ROn aagazine to its files. 

As soon as tha disk drive arrives that I had to repair, the downloads will 
increase iaaensely. Along with a few new features and product reviews by local 
authors we hope to sake 007 B.B.S. an exciting addition to the ATARI users of 
Tidewater. 

CMODEM and TINTERM 1.0 

by Can*BeU Conputer Devices 
ft^ai^ly fiandylMiii 



Coiputers and modecs make a wonderful teaa. With these two pieces of - 
hardware, you can access inforaation, receive free software, and connunicate with 
people, all without leaving the chair in front of your keyboard. 

Many paople don't have iodens because the price was prohibitive, or because 
they, were intitidatirt it Njoking up a new pieca 61 hardiiara to their ceoputar. 



Cii-Bell CoMuni cations has just introduced a hardMare package that is so 
iiiix^tfiiivff iftd fisy to tt«t|^«itrf is m tx€«Sf for ^t jetui^ tkt iforld of ^ 
telecoMunications with your co«putBr, ^ 

Cao-Btirs new CHodei-t 4ii tiwi it is a kit you M»rtie. 

The kit coies with all the coiponents you need (Figure 1), and a clear concise 
iamial for the asswbly and ust of Ctodti^l. 




iT I'll _>tiff-^i>nttiaari';«g 



-1^ 



1 



Ihf t^4l asseably of the kit is very easy, and explained step-by-step in 
«H? i^i*h Vicky arm of assfi*ty w% m*% iii^lf by tbs ntU written 

instructions and excellent illustrations. .... 

Thf actual operation of the CHodta-ly is a liitlt difffffflt froi that of 

conventional, direct-connect modess, but the kit includes all the equipsent othff 
cwpMifi ai^t ccMHider 'optional' to sake the use of the D1oden-l as 
trouble-free as possible. An aiplt tMMt of tape is provide to assw^f § 
slip-free connection to both phone and TV speaker. 

Once the send and rWrt^ff^ of ilWF^I»^iri^ *i^^t^ ctttnticititii m 
begio. The sofware prograi, TinTera l.O, is include with the package, and supports 
i nrnr coiMifiicitilMii^Mocoli Ceoitodei. A condensed fori of the popular XHodeo, 
ConHodeo is not yet widely accepted; howtvtr Cai-Btll feels tKit as wre us^f 
acquire the CHodea-l and TinTeri, the protocol will becoie an industry-wide 

TiiiTira. Uk£S care of sending and receiving data over the CilDdes, and has 
Aftiimiitll tf^Mtoi^ i^f€i^^ kind ritfr iM4MM^.^MlK^JM 
prograi is lenu-driven and fisy to use. 



SoM problMJ Mist, honew. Il» mwI w4 receive eodules tust be kept far 
•nough apart 50 that the data transiissiim ItM i« alwys K^td tigkt, nhuh uy 
i^t ijfofciM for Uwse in a lieited space. Also, data beco«e5 garbled if a loui 
disturbance such as a cough, a dog's bark, or soteoni iftMking, occurs jWle 
sending or receiving data. Another najor problei is the rusting of the send and 
receive eodules. This can be prevented, however, |,y covering the S-R aodules with 
a plastic bag(also supplied »itk the kit> after 



The CModen-l and TinTere 1.0 represent an aiazing value in the field of 
coepuier telecoMuai cat ions. The hardware and software to join this bravtiW' 
electrjwic world ti ^epU, easy to asseable, and even easier to use. 



^5 





President of Cae-Bell, Hooter Purvis (L», 

and Nirketing Director ElHonte Slii(R) 



...... 

RamTalker 

By Randy HoUes 



Qm tilt ml thrw maik%, I've tried to give everyone a quick pn.er on 
digital sound, speech, and how these subject* mfly to the coaputing coMunity. 
IlttJU)||4Ji|r,J^ograa is a good juaping-ofi place to bBgin|x5eriaenting ni^ 
speech walysis and recognition. 

Speech mognitiBii H a coiplex procedwi. The lUtwer, coaputer or hu.an, 
aust deteraine ii an actual nord is being said, then aust deteram «li*t "t^»t 
if) that wrd is. Then an association aust be aade with the object or concept Owl 
Mord represents. 

Easy for huaans. VERY difficult for coaputers. fl coaputer thinks in nuabers, 
so the sounds for a nerd aust be changed into nuabers so that the "aputerwn 
deal with thea. Me did that with RaaTalker. Now, the coaputer aott *«• M«tii»f 
tv nmiatc that sound pattern with. If we have continues speech, we aust splj, 
it into separate words, and pull Ottt the Mst signMicant words, or just the , 
that the coaputer recognizes. 

Through the use of 'trained' speech patterattlast aonthl Uw conHiter aay 
•MKUta a spoken word with a coaaand. 'RUN" or "DIRECTORY' could %• Wi* t« 
coiaand the coaputer to perf ora that function, as aany others. 

The prograas to do this aust use coaplex algorithas that are very 
arithaetic-intensive. That is, they take a lot of processor tiae. 

In the neiif tenths, I hope to get a sitple speechrrecognition working, and 
would appreciate any ideas that you aay have. So, with RaaTalker and its future 
rtlativts under developaent, let ae tell you tl}f facts of Life... 

(EBITM'S MOTEi Randy tells us that his next pragraa will be titled. ..oddly 
enough... LIFE. Look for it in Ittwf iiWS of tht STATUS llitsletter...) 
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Telecomputing 

By Doug Boynton 



This tiiB, we're going to spend sots tiw discussing totoii. Tlii word Mtftt 
stands ior IIODul4or-OE*oduUtor. In a nutshelli a Rodei! takes coaputer data, 
trmlatfs it to outs and itros (linaryli tiitfi usts that ioioriaUofi taU 
subtle changes in a tone that is transmitted over telephone lines. On t%t 
rtciiviiig tftd, tfet process is reversid. The changes in the frequency of the tone 
are de-coded back inttMiiary, and back into data that's in a ystltit lord 
(prograi, text file, etcJ 

Currtwtly, there art iiiiy aodm an wkit imm« Mt'll te^tak tbM imm 

into two groups... those that need the (getting tough to find) 850- interface unit, 
m4 time thM don't, ^ 

Tb| 850 interface Mas aarketed with the earlier 400/800 coaputers as a way to 
fivt tkf Mari a nay to tooiunicatt Nitb «on-Atari o^ifaAot. Uatii recently, it . 
was needed if you intended to use your Atari with a mH§ or prifitff. P^ctt for 
tbi 850 vary.. .depending on whether you find one new ($100-118?) or used (usually 
ttiidtr $my. Tbo 850 Hill Mork oitb alooit aoy |«ooric coiputtr gear^.^i^nce you 
get the cables right. Most any aodea will work osiiif tN l». Thtst include 
Hiy^l SiartOOdfffi considered by soae to be the Cadillac of aodeas... considered 
otftort to lo vory o^prico* (I200^). ki any rate, the coouods used by the Hayes 
to perfora its aany functions are becoaing a "standard" of sorts. ..and aany other 
oodeoo ore eiulatinj the Hayes' caaaand structure. Another aodea you aight 
consider if going the 85» rooto is the Sigoalo^i by Aocbor Autooatioo. these 
BOdeas range froa $100-1200 in price with varying baud rates and features. Tho 
Sipaloii ok VU bai tfoveloped a followiiiip aa4 good software is available to use 
with it. 

An ilt^nati¥0 to Iho 850 interface so a device callotf an R-VEglER that will 
connect with aost generic aodeas. It's in the 40-50 dollar price riofo. It oill 
oat iftUrcowect with parallel printers like the Epson, Okidata, or Geiini...yQu 
need a seperate, 40-50 dollar iotorfKO to do that. There have been soae probleas 
reported by folks using F-VERTERS to do things like operate Bulletin twi 
Systeos, as well. 

.Please reaeaber that you need both the aodea AND the interlace with tlMi 
oodeoo oo'vo diocussed so far. This pushes the price out of the reasonable rajge 
for aany, so let's take a look at oodeos that don't use the an interface. 



The best-selling (recently) in this group include tiit ^tyi W^^^.T ^eai 
h^rgaifl at iindir 70 4oUars aost places... and getting tougheTToTlind. The 1030 
^es nith a built-in terainal prograa that is next to useless. Luckily, there 
are sone very good public doiain terminal programs. . .and soiie inexpensive 
coiiercial prograas available to use Mith the 1030 that Mill aake it as useful to 
you as any eodee on the iarket. These include the •RNOOEH" series in the public 
doaain, and the "flHODEII" series that use a handler that can be obtained for under 
20 49ilirs. 

The 1030 nilL^on be replaced by Atari's new XH-301. Details about this 
iodei aren't fully available yet, but it's expected to be inexpensive...and, U 
all likelihood, will be a 1030 in a different package... possibly nithout «^ 
useless builtrit teriinal prograi. 

Another popular iodei is the «PP-!000x series... these include the HPP-IOOOC 
and HPP-IOOOE. These iodeas plug into the joystick port of your Atari, bypassing 

an interface. The NPP-IOOOE is the nenest of the tiro*--Bttk t**«r ^ 
auto-answer functions... and both coie with terainal softnare that allow aWsi* Mmi 
features you'd expect froi a sfnart-terminal prograa...up-and-doHnloading of files 
using XltODEH protocol, several fcufitft to keep captured data^iiyerate, and so 
forth. These modems are currently selling in the 100-140 dollar pricr' 
range...look for discounts on the reaaining 1000-C's. Some coapatibility problets 
^ •ported earlier with the lOOOE ftftt^ts have been ironed eui nith the devel^ent 
Wr a new terminal package. lOOOC owners can also upgrade their teriinal prograi 
lor a noainal charge. 

-v ^ - > -- -' ' 

In a nutshell, then, these are the most popular sodei packages for the Atari 
right aoN^: There are otter aodeas available... MANY other aodeas available, but 
tfif^ art ttie ones mt people art ^ying ^«sing. Telecoopntii^ AMWft't fcivf 

to be expensive. ..at least not until you discover all those out-of-town BBS's! 

jflTfWfl I0»IIWLPRO6R«IIS 



^ PseuDos 1.0 

LISTING 4^ 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: this prograi should be used only in conjunction Mith the 
STATUS SOlO 4isk drive: this prograt is gall coipatiblc Hitb the 5010 and any 
prograis or disks froa other systeas wnt to CMvertetf.i.eucli lite ATMi MS 
3.0... using the PseuConvert prograt available froe STATUS for only $159.95) 



10 REH PseuDos 1.0 4/85 
20 REH A.R.HolMS li E.Rodriguci Ilii. 
30 REH To be used in conjunction 
40 REH Mith the STATUS SOlO Disk 
SO REN drive, supplied in the STATUS 
&0 REH newsletter April, 1985. 
45 &IH Ft(20),IIS6M»«I)EC«l) 
rFNT'SOOt DEL-600i SPDs700: DIR>9M 
70 CLOSE ll:SETCOLOR 2,0,10 
sSETCOLOR l,0,OtSETCOLQR 4,0,12:? 
'Vs? :? J? :? "PseuDos 1.0 



80 ? "CoMand Henu *:? 

■sss3r3sss«s*s«*sssss*;P0K£ 

764,255:P0KE 752,1:F6=0 
90 ? :? :? "(Uoad a file":? 
•(S)ave a file':? MRlun a file's? 
"(E)dit a file':? "(D)eletB a file" 
100 ? "(F)oreat":? "(C)heck drive 
speed"!? "(A) Disk Directory*:? :? 
:? ■Choice?":OPEN ll,4,0,"K!' 
110 6ET tl,A>IF A>70 THEN 60T0 FHT 
112 IF A=68 THEN GOTO BEL 
114 IF A=67 THEN GOTO SPD 
Hi IF A»6S THEN GOTO DIR 
120 ? "File naie';: INPUT F$ 
122 60SUB 125 

124 GOTO 240 

125 S=RND(0)tl85lF S<5 THEN 125 
130 FOR B=l TO SiF6-F6U 

135 IF F6=3 THEN FOR M TO 40:NEXT 

I ' 

140 FOR IP'l TO 12 
150 SOUND 0,35,10,8 



:? 



160 NEXT BP 
170 FOR SL=1 TO 2 , 
tlO SOUND 0,8,95,4 
190 NEXT SL 
200 FOR H-1 TO 2 
210 SOUND 0,5,8,2 
220 NEXT M 

2SS SOUND 0,0,0,0:RETURN 
240 ? "V":? :? :? :? :? :? 
:? " IttERRORttr 
250 RESTORE 1000+INT(RMD(0)t5) 
260 READ HS6$:DEC$=CHR$(AStinS5.$),-2 
265 IF DECts'Q" THEN 280 
270 ? DECS ;s GOTO 260 
280 POKE 764,255:7 'Press any key 
to continue* 

290 IF PEEK(764»=255 THEN 290 
300 GOTO 70 

500 ? *»":? :? :? :? :? »? 
"Foriatting...* 

S10 40SUI i2& 

520 RESTORE 1005 

530 READ HS6$:DEC»=CHR$(ASC(HSG$)-2) 

535 IF DE«="0" THEN 550 
540 PRINT DECI;:GOTO 530 
550 POKE 764,255:? * 

Press any key to 

continue* 

560 IF PEEK (764) =255 THEN 560 
570 GOTO 70 

600 ? "^":? :? s? :? s? :? "Delete 
Mhich file';:lNPUT F$ 
610 60SUB 125 



20 RESTORE 1006 ■ 
630 «£A0 liS&t:0ECt^CHRt(ASC(nS6i)-2) 
635 IF BE»»»l*^HIf^lS« 

640 PRINT DEC»;:60T0 630 

^iM any key to 

continue" 

If.f£EK(7i4^^ Tie 660 

670 EOTO 70 

700 ? •^":? :? :? ;? :? :? 



^^licHnf drift 
710 ? 'Please wait for speed to 
stibilize..." 



730 POSITION 23,10:PRINT RPH 
740 FOR CNT-l lo t 



760 POSITION 23,10:PRINT RPM 
770 liPINi{>N*UII(«W)(0)U0O) 
7W NEXT CUT " - - ^i 

90 POSITION 23,10:PRINT "000' 
800 fm ^^:? t? t? 'Press any 
key to continue" 
810 IF PEEK(764)=255 THEN 810 
B20 UTft 70 

900 ? "5":? :? :? :? :? "Disk 
Directory":? •«==assss=ssss' 

»»-«JSlffl 125 

920 RESTORE 1010 



K,E,G,",0,C 



•« • > > f 

loot MTA 6 

G,T,",U,H,R 
Ui^Vi^f F f Vj * 

1002 OATfl 9 
5,",P,0,V," 

• I I 
>"f f •! > f 

G, T,G,I,I, " 

1003 DATA B 
X,G,V,0,Q 

1004 DATA 6 
lt,%0,G,F,K 
C,V,K,D,N,G 

1005 DATA F 
Q,V,",H,Q,T 

1006 DATA H 
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> > ) 



2,2,^ . . . 
1020 DATA P 

2n t • • ■ 
f^f > ) » 

2* ■ ■ ■ t 
f f f ♦ f- 

tOS^ MIA H 

2 11 • ■ N y 
# f > » f 

1040 DATA F 



930 READ nSe$:DECt=CHRt(ASi:(nS6$)-2) 


9 n • ■ K • 

^J^» J J J 1 




z,o, 
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,6,0, 
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m IF KCMMJ' mai 970 


2f f f f t 1 




If 1 










950 ? DEC$;:6flT0 930 


1050 DATA R, 




C,I1, 




c, 




■ 


970 ? 'Press any key to continue' 


n n • II N • 

^»^? f ? > ! 


.c, 


R,T, 






H,0, 




m if um m 


» > f f ! 




> f 1 










990 GOTO 70 


1060 DATA C, 


Of 


H,ft, 




Di 
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iOOO DATA 8,4,5,/,/,/,/,F,6,i, 


7 1 i # » • 

^^^f > > J ! 
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N,G,F,",U,J, 
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C,V 
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Disk-Washer |^ 

A True Story 

(EDITOR'S MOTE: This little tidbit nas passed on to le under the corrfition that 
il'i Mtkor rmiii iiiMltii...ly tht My, Don Piiberton says to ust a lint 
free — OOPS! Sorry Don...) 

ORct a tiit, thtrt u§ «i ATARI BBS Sysop naaed Don. Don had just 
purchased a brand new INDUS ST lor the BBS (as aost Syti^ iwiH Mte JEISL 
bealtby appetites). He very quickly hooked his new drive up to the systei 
bKautt 1 IM 4ayi ^«it hi liad alrtady redone all tlit ftfitfa disks, so as to be 
able to run the added drive (aost Sysops alee art fatili^ iiltli titt Itvtl irf 
coaplicatioa younj BBSs.. . BBS's. ..BBi?... can attain). Lo and behold, his new 
drive Has very quiet...., but bit old mt tm mO^^msM louder, tmhluk idea! 
Mhat would he do? What would ^ do? Tiee's up. He tti»t cop tewrt io*^ 
|0t out foie 9rease.t>Ibat's right he tread where only iaaortals (and various 
Sysops) dart to tread.. .ht frtattd tbt old drivt. As Jm turotA U^o,. U w.mii 
quiet (alapst tog. quietl.,.but being optiaistict by nature, he put the I.I.S. lack 



tverything was line when all ol the sudden the drive let out with a loud 
iioift.*.a Ktiit that toundtA .wcawlly like a disk drive screaeing at the to 
it's lungs: "THE «R0N6 SREASE^ff! ttrwrk ti^r a 4tar only tht thought ol # trip to 
the repair shop can bring, he aade lor the telephone to call lor help. He reached 
a tan at an ATMil STORE in a faraiMy land who told hit ht should use silicon 
grease on the aging vinyl spinner. 

4Mltr calling around for a whilt, ht locattd soit ol tht grease at a store 
known throughout the land lor it's vast store ol coeputtr tuppliw..%t«lii»?«i Ht 
lot soitf tritd it| and itMped at lirst...but soon the dreaded ERROR SECTORS 
began to appear!!! Alter seWchinij lor that itMtd to ht 4ayf r ht tound tht-^ 
problea. The lirst grease had eelted and splattered all over the work disk and tht 
tain systet disk, and if that wasn't horror enough, he had put several other disks 
in while checking the drivt*..4hty tot ttrt dotttd tith ytait! Ht took tht drivt 
and sent it oil to be repaired (soiehow you knew it would coae to this... I 'Hot, 
^that tai ht goinf to do about the six itsstd-up disk? 

Alter auch heif^ng and hawing (a sport Sysops are such given to) he had an 
itet#.«biik first be wouU chtck with the grnt coifuittr Hizard Colonnus. Now you 
eust understand, gentle reader, that while it is vtry tasy to get it tttch #t4h 
tht Jizar4£al0A0US^ it is very dillicult to get anything across to hia, however, 
after tuch tffort an« chanting (personally, I think it was the burning of tht^ 



republican entrails that did it) Bon the Sysop was able to get his idea across. 

The Wizard ruabled to hiiself, rubbed his teager whiskers, and spoke! ^f*t^ 
- ' try a Don, but personally I don't think it'll »iork...iaybB if you try huiiing 
Vrny Bubbles'.. .Oh, by the way, if it does wrk 1 grt tte^poServe righlt to 

the story!" And Niih^that he disappeared in what passed for a cloud of sioke. 

Pondering the Wizard's words, he took one of the disks (which w^ lhe BOOXl 
Translation disk) and he put it in a clean sink filled Hith lukewari water and a 
•ild solution of dish water soap. He wved the disk back and forth through the 
soapy water and very carefully rubbed the disk at the opening and rotate* it at fcf 
went along. ..Yes he was huaiing 'Tiny Bubbles' as he did so. Then he filled the 
sink frttHcti^ cleai^ Mcewaro water ai^ rliHU^d the disk off very good. Then ht 
hung the disk on a line in his dark rood (as you way reeeiber, thest^ii^^^^ 
delicUe *ftd ftot to be exposed to direct sunlight.) Tjio days later, he checked 
to see if it was dry. It WS!!! So he put it in his new drive to iff if it Mi 
still ok. AND IT WORKED FINE!!!!! ^ 

nmf fair disk owner, don't go out and wash all the old disks you have just 
because they have a few linger prints on thee, however, if you have a diik 4Kat 
has soiething on it (ie. food, drink, or anything that eight be the cause of the 
disk not fM-fortifil ^i^erly) well. ...WASH IT!!! It's not approved by the Wizard 
Colonnus (then again not wch else l#ides Mi^Teri Ls) but iff brtttf thaw 
throwing it away! !! !.....•. - ^ 

Mail Order 

^ tf^ gfitf Disertation on Buying 

Order Hardware and Software. 
If SkifloiUe - 

My story is brief and painful... with credit card in hand and racing heart, I 
dialed the ^oaveftieot 1-800 nuiber, was answered by a Sweet Young Thing that was 
•ore than happy to take if irlw. five tintttes Uter I was off the phone «id 
watching the lailbox. 

Wei 1 ... I watched and walttil ill iitc»f#^ 2? ftefii 

Finally! * box frot the tail or4«r house! With treabliog fingers I quickly 
tore the wrapping off, struggled with 10 liles of packing tapr^«i 0t the 
foftdies. 

t^lfif tt if t^^sty 800, I fiff* ^ything up a»4 itwted if bfand-oew 

Koala Pad Illustrator Disk into the drive and waited... and waited...^ tiftfl. Oh 
Bo!!! I can't believe this... Why ae? How can a big tiie nail order outfit send 
ee a blank disk? 



Back to the phone... Did you ever read the little <ootnote« on those mU 
orto •ii? -I'aUIMoi 4l»out the one that says '1-800 nu.ber for orders onljr. 
Hell, 1 figured, ly ordtr is screwed up, so sort of re-ordering. ^ 

Hanna bet? 

SMit Young Thingi 'You'll have to call our Technician. 

Hr. Poole: 'Hey, I don't nted a Technician, I just paid you $75.00 for a 
blank disk. 1 don't usually fork out that euch for i disk ya'knoii.' 

SYTi sorry sir, our TectaiawJ**"'"" t**"^ probleis.*' 

Again dialing. Guess Mho ansners? ...you got it, Sneet Young Thing. 
6uess Mho's not in today? Right again, the TechniciM. (Kill, KUl, KUU 



— Next day — , ^ « 4 

Hr. Poole: "Hi there Technician, I've got this problfi see, art I need sow 

\t. Technician! 'No problee, just send it back and we'll replace it.' 
(Hhaddaya knoM, results!) 'Hang on", he says, 'I'll connect you ••WIN 
receptionist and she'll give you a return authorization nueber.' 
Hr. P: "But waitiir . . ,^ 

laicKt 

Sweet Young Thingj 'May 1 help you sir...?' 

— ThrM iMlf Later — 

Hhat's that in the lailbox? SSOOFFTTHHAARBEE! ! ! ! ! ! 
Running upstairs (pant, pant, pant), turn on everything, (pant, pant, pant) ^ 
Boot disk and wait.. .and wait.. .and wait. YOUR KIDDING! !! NOT AGAIN!!! 
Dial, dial, dial...llhasatatta with you people!!! You tryin' to drive le crazy??? 
Nhat!?! You bet ead!!! No, I'l not calling back on thi_other line! You tafc* 
this down and Nke sure TECHNICIAN gets the word!!' 

I'VE GOT ANOTHER BLANK, Umm*mm IISK! !!!!!!! 

»Two weeks later — _ • 

I finally got ay disk, but after four Mutta Mtf • *fk, I sort of lost 

interest 

Anyhow, as yow cur m, tlit Mil order systu isn't always the cheapest, or 
the easiest way to buy stuff. Which finally leads to what I wanted to say... 

He'vc got a lot of software/ hardware outlets in this area that are trying to 

do two things! • -^^ 

1) Hake a living, and 

2) Meet our rather fickle needs. 

The next tiee you start coeplaining about the cost of, or the lack of 
software/hardware on the local earket, think about what you're saying. Ask 
yourstll who'f pttUtng the local software earket in between the rock and the hard 
place... then go look at all your tail wriwt^tHm* mi wonder why the local 
MrcbaAts arc losing interest in supporting us. ^ 



Computer 
Word Search 

By St*n Harrison III 



ABETRYHUWH6FDDSSD 

STGHJiJTANflRGYTOSGH 

FAAFeiYJKVT&FOVBHO 

BVCP. GHYRDFGOIPLEHK 

ASCHIFGDSENAGKISDL 

DF6TSH9YEGIIR 1-*^ fc*. 

GTRSHLORTNOCSSFTIO 

SHSAINHSSAVNOlTfOJ 
6YTflFUI»BD ir #♦ #f f ' 
GFAFTGHFOSSTCELESH 
YUR6YI0PDSXCVB&TYL 
I F T 6 H F I U I F E »f f>*b^ 

poirt6fcxzas0erfvh 
v b n h kop u y r v b 6 0x2.a j 
tresniraeicne9 0 »»4 
fghyuibnucxdfuioes 
nhoiyrchocahplahgf 
bh6f0dcvgretnirpp6 
f6uyretirhirataads 

SYTUNHNRUTER N IC4Aft« 

B6FDSCVG0PTRESFGHJ 



i RANA 


2 PRINTER 


3 ATARI MR ITER 


4 ATARI 


5 DISK 


6 WJDEfl 


7 CARTRIDGE 


8 ALPHACOn 


9 1V ^ 


to RETiJRN 


11 CLEAR ' 


12 IIBERT 


13 SHIFT 


14 CONTROL 


15 OPTION 


1& SELECT 


17 START 


18 HELP 


19 KEYBOARD 


20 GAHES 



* President's Column « ^ 

April if liirt and m MMlttttr iiill takt * U^t*bMrt#d ^frmh to 
neM equipient to be at your favorite store 5ooon,.The folks at Gam t Sagets till 
m ili^ tevi tilt At* XE Uftt m order mA ire aiiaiting delivery, I also 
wderstand that one of our et lAeri *i s Mmm^ ti^ tki list for tboH 
RON iachine5..ru«or has it that the new 3 1/2" drives will only work on the Sf 
•odeU, tUt Umi nili oet be iotroductd as planned, it has been 
postponed and eay not set the store slrt##«i*t^ttf4th^ piftpoiirt.lki 
USOxld??) the goblet seees to be with the sound chip, they can't find one to 
§mMm dnisfieri f#Kf« AlfO^llMk Uie o^ 5 1/41 4ri^ei Mill be true double 
density. (1050's in the foriat they should have cote out nith t yeir AttU 
rtfiorti U»ru their Coepuserve 60 ANTIC, that Atari will deliver the XE's durinf 
April, iA« ttti tell ST pr tit fcU iit tfH^ fc^ imm Uil ^« 

lif iMUMt iUl 4iAyt t iitt fartat» He plan to utilize the roois available to us 
et the Khool it tli#fim«rtft(piiiMrt MiiMii 4MNMk jp f rot tkt lortal leeting 
we will try to fori into seall groups and have lessons an#/tr ttttrlaU. He will 
try totddrtit tiMiit trtis of Atari coeputing that soae of the new users have 
problees with, such it t im ritlti itf tii^diiliritt MS't t¥iilablt, foraittin« 
etc., try to faeiliarize you with your equipient and we will try tt trtt your 
ttttndinct to the teetings boU iofortiU¥%4ad hopeiiUly rewarding! Of cours^ni^r 
basic lessons will continue, ifld we plan to go into isseibly liflguige, logo, . M 
li^ iod possibly ACTION. This will require the assistance/participation of soee of 
our iw^e proficieot tetbtrs, st Itk%i4l itrtici||^#d take tbt^jroflrij^ 

April 25th thru 28th, will be the dates for the Viginia li Carolinas Bussines 
Cotptler Sbtt ttd tt irtll hivt i booth during the run of the show, for this we 
will need volunteers, so far we have about B peoplttt ttr lltt tf ¥rtttlttrt*#tt 

don't jbtJiilK«»« 

The group will be getting a copy of the new MS 2.5 with fccueentitiotftrtttd 
Mty) thilA iit wU be ible to copy and pass on to all eeebers. If you have any 
ideas of projects/deios that yii^tttW Hfct U^ttt^ltiit cottict luck Miudry he's 
our activities director, he will also welcose any help you can offer. In this 
issttt tl ttr tttsletter, we introduce our very.own.«*i5k drive with it's own 
DOS... try it out... 




S. T. A. T. U. S. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 
authors and do not necessarily express or reflect the opinions of the 
Southside Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society. Soae of the aaterial 
contained herein lay have been taken fron bulletin boards and newsletters 
of other groups and should not necessarily be construed as fact. 

The ffiaterial herein say be copied freely provided that full credit 
is given to the original author and the Southside Tidewater Atari 
Technical Users Society. S.T.A.T.U.S. is not affiliated with Atari Inc. 

Please address all newsletter correspondence to: 

S.T.A.T.U.S. 

Newsletter Exchange 
4B36 Honeygrove Rd. 
Va. Bch., VA 23455 
(B04)49?-&021 

MEETINGS: S.T.A.T.U.S. leetings are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of each »onth at the Baylake Pines Private School, 2204 Treasure Island 
Dr., in Virginia Beach, at 6:30 p.i. All interested parties are welcoie 
to attend. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 

Submitted articles are preferred on disk text files, but will be 
greatfully accepted on hard copy (including handwriting) if you do not 
have a disc drive. If you have a iodea, you can upload your articles to 
the Editor by calling 499-6021. Articles lay be subaitted anytiae, but 
will probably not aake that aonth's newsletter if subaitted less than one 
week before the regular aeeting date. 



S.T.A.T.U.S. BBS 

804-468-1096 



